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AHendance Legisla?on
Under sec?on 7 of the Educa?on Act 1996 the parent/carer is responsible for making sure that their child of
compulsory school age receives eﬃcient full ?me educa?on that is suitable to the child’s age, ability and
ap?tude and to any special educa?on needs that the child may have. This can be regular aHendance at school
or by educa?on elsewhere.
If a child of compulsory school age who is registered at a school fails to aHend regularly at the school, then
the parent is guilty of an oﬀence under Sec?on 444(1) of the Educa?on Act 1996.
“School have a responsibility to engage pupils in learning and to promote a7endance”
Regular aHendance at the Academy is a prerequisite for student achievement. Absence whether it is long
term, frequent or occasional leads to missed experiences and may cause fractured social rela?onships which
encourage an increased paHern of non- aHendance.
As an educa?onally inclusive Academy we constantly monitor and evaluate the progress each of our students
make. The Academy seeks to iden?fy any students who may be missing out due to aHendance or punctuality
problems.
The Academy are keen to work in partnership with students, parents/carers and outside agencies to support all
families and ensure students make progress with their educa?on and life beyond statutory educa?on.
Aims
•

To emphasize the importance of and secure from students, maximum aHendance at school to enable
them to take full advantage of their educa?on opportuni?es.

•

To make explicit to all relevant par?es the Academy’s expecta?ons over AHendance levels;

•

To promote a consistent approach across the Academy to all maHers rela?ng to aHendance;

•

To clarify the roles and responsibili?es of all par?es with respect to aHendance;

•

To communicate to all relevant par?es (teachers, parent/carers pupils) the legal posi?on with respect
to aHendance and the categories of absence which are deemed
“authorized”;

•

To stress the need for home and the Academy to work in close partnership to achieve high aHendance.

Home/School Partnership
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Securing a high level of aHendance requires the Academy and home to work closely together. In order to
achieve this, it is essen?al parent/carers:
•

•

Ensure their child arrives to the Academy on ?me for statutory registra?on -they should be on site by
8.20am
▪ AM Registra?on = 8.20
▪ PM Registra?on = 12.45
Ensure good punctuality to school and lessons - Parents can be prosecuted if their child persistently
arrives late to school.

•

If their child is ill to no?fy the Academy on the ﬁrst day using the 24-hour answer machine service.

•

Contact the Academy at the early stage about any concerns they have about their child’s aHendance

In return the Academy will:
•

Visit home on ﬁrst day of all absences if no message has been received from Parents/Carers.

•

Contact home over any absences about which we are doubeul.

•

Meet with parents and students to set targets for improving aHendance (AHendance Clinic Mee?ngs)

•

Follow up promptly any concerns that parent’s pass on to us that may be aﬀec?ng their child’s agtude
to, or feeling of wellbeing in, school

•

Involve the Academy support services to help pupils re-integrate into school aher illness or other
individual circumstances

•

Regularly and consistently remind students of the importance of good aHendance and punctuality

•

Reward good or improving aHendance and ac?on any concerns promptly.

•

Reward all students whose aHendance is 100%

Our expecta>ons are outlined in our “A7endance Factsheet” which h is available in the school recep>on
Regular aHendance at the Academy is vital. Without it, the learning process becomes fragmented and
unsa?sfactory; absence means missed learning. It is also a legal requirement that pupils of compulsory school
age receive full->me educa>on and this, with the excep>on of those educated at home or elsewhere, means
regular a7endance at the Academy.
Irregular aHendance leads to pupils missing important lessons and therefore not fulﬁlling their true poten?al;
it also places children at risk and may result in their being drawn into paHerns of an?-social or criminal
behaviour. Therefore, we take the issue of aHendance very serious and do all we can to obtain very high
aHendance from all our students.
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AHendance is a na?onal priority and it is a key indicator of an eﬀec?ve school and, as such, will clearly be
scru?nized by OFSTED.
Na#onal data clearly shows a correla#on between high a4endance and high examina#on performance.
What is an acceptable a7endance rate?
The vast majority of our students achieve over 96% aHendance and this is what we expect from all our pupils
as a minimum. Sickness comes usually in a block of ?me over a con?nuous period; what we look for are
unbroken weeks (i.e. those where the pupil is marked present on all ten sessions); students should NOT have
more than one or two broken weeks in the course of an academic year. Regular broken weeks are a cause for
concern and will be followed up.
Authorised Absences
The Department for Educa?on (DFE) has issued guidelines to all schools detailing valid reasons for authorised
or jus?ﬁed absences:
•

When a child is ill or receiving medical treatment.

•

Days of religious observance no>ﬁed in advance.

•

Absence due to family circumstances (e.g. bereavement, serious illness).

There are other absences, such as “Approved Spor?ng Ac?vity” that can be authorised and there will be events
aﬀec?ng families, some unforeseen, which will necessitate absence from school and professional discre?on
will need to be used in these cases about whether the absence can be authorized.
We expect absences to be kept to a minimum: rou>ne medical and dental appointments should be arranged
out of school hours whenever possible.
Unauthorised Absences
•

No leHer or acceptable explana?on is provided by parent(s)/carer;

•

The reason for the absence does not fall into one of the categories of authorised absence above.

The DFE Policy states that the following ac?vi?es would be classiﬁed as unauthorised:
•

Minding the house;

•

Caring for rela>ves;

•

Awai>ng repair people;

•

Shopping;
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•

A birthday or family celebra>on

•

Going on holiday during term >me

We ask parents to no?fy the Academy well in advance of any proposed special occasion to ascertain whether
the school would view the reason for absence as valid or not.
The DFE make it plain that, in the ﬁnal analysis, it is the Academy that judges whether an absence is authorised
or not. A note form home therefore does NOT automa>cally make an absence valid/jus>ﬁed/authorised.
Planned Absence during Term Time (holidays)
DFE Policy regarding planned absence during term ?me for holidays was further revised in March 2013
From 1st September 2013 -The new law gives NO en>tlement to parents to take their child on holiday during
term >me. Head teachers are not expected to class any term >me holiday as “excep>onal” and therefore
they will not be authorised.
This change in the law recognises the detrimental aﬀect any absence from educa?on can have on a child’s
progress and achievement and the Academy con>nue to adhere to the policy of not authorising any holidays
during term >me.
Please see school website for further details
However, we do s?ll require parents/carers to inform us (at least four weeks in advance) of them taking their
child out of the Academy during term ?me. We are required to report any child who is out of school for 10
days to the Local Authority as a “child missing from educa?on” and this could result in police involvement – so
it is impera?ve that we con?nue to be informed of any planned absence.
The Educa>on Welfare Oﬃcer (EWO)
The Academy works in partnership with this service to try to address any long term issues regarding poor
school aHendance.
The Educa?on Welfare Oﬃcer may ini?ate legal proceedings against parents who do not fulﬁl their
responsibility of ensuring their child’s regular aHendance at school. Their involvement would result in legal
ac?on being taken against parents and guardians, where persistent none or poor aHendance has not been
successfully addressed.

Rewards for Good A7endance –
•

Weekly aHendance bear for the class with the best aHendance

•

Weekly reward for the class with the highest aHendance
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•

Termly class party for every class with 98% aHendance or above

•

Termly aHendance awards and cer?ﬁcates for every child with 100% aHendance

•

Annual aHendance awards and cer?ﬁcates for every child with 100% aHendance
AHendance and absences are also included in Reports home. The School website, regular newsleHer and
parent consulta?on events include communica?on about the importance of good aHendance.
A Final Word
“Regular school aHendance has always been important. Without it, the best eﬀorts of the best teachers and
the best schools will come to nothing. Educa?on provides a means of advancement for all young people.
Pupils need to aHend regularly if they are to take full advantage of the educa?onal opportuni?es available to
them in law. Irregular aHendance undermines the educa?onal process and leads to educa?onal disadvantage.
It places children at risk and, in some cases, can result in pupils being drawn into paHerns of an?- social or
criminal behaviour”.
We take aHendance seriously at the Academy and have put a lot of ?me and energy into gegng our
procedures as eﬃcient and eﬀec?ve as possible. We urge you to give this maHer the priority it deserves.

Signed:
Sarah

Isberg (headteacher)

Agreed by the Governing Body

Mr Simon Day (Chair of Governors)
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